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Hospice

AT RISE: Lights up on the interior of a 
private room of a long-term care 
nursing facility. The wallpaper is a 
light rosy shade of pink, and there is 
a bed in the room with bumpers lining 
it to prevent patients from rolling 
out. Peg, a 56-year-old woman, is 
sitting awkwardly in a wheelchair that 
has a padded bar across the front to 
help hold her upright. Her husband 
John, 57, and her son Mark, 28, enter 
through the open door. John places a 
spillproof mug on a side table. 

MARK
Why do hospital rooms always smell like macaroni and cheese 
mixed with cranberry sauce? You’d think at a place like this 
since these people live here full-time it’d be different, but 
no. How do you do this every day?

JOHN
The food is actually pretty good. The other night I grabbed a 
muffin on my way out.

Short pause.

MARK
How’s she been doing?

JOHN
They have a wheelchair that can support her upper body here, 
which is nice because now she can move around a bit. They 
didn’t have one at the hospital.

MARK
So, what, did she just stay in bed for almost a month before 
this week?

JOHN
They’d tried her on the walker a couple times over there,  
but her legs just couldn’t take it. She tried though. She’s 
still as stubborn as ever.

MARK
So, one day she was walking around fine, and the next....

JOHN
The next she fell and hasn’t been able to walk since.

MARK
Wow... I mean, I know that’s how it tends to progress, but 
still....



John heads over to Peg’s wheelchair and 
turns it to face Mark.

JOHN
Hey, Peg. Look who came to see you today. All the way from 
the city!

Peg’s face lights up. She speaks, but 
her speech is labored and slurred.

PEG
Hiiii, Mark.

MARK
(Nervous and uncomfortable.)

Hi, Mom.

PEG
(happy, almost sing-songy)

Hiiii, Mark. Hiiii, Mark. Hiiii Mark--

JOHN
He drove all the way out here to pay you a visit.

(To Mark, but mainly for Peg’s 
benefit.)

And isn’t it a great place she’s got?

MARK
(To Peg.)

Oh yes. It’s very nice, Mom.

PEG
(Very slurred.)

I don’t want to be here. Take me hoooome.

MARK
What was that?

PEG
I want to goooo hoooome!

Peg continues to mumble things about 
going home while Mark looks helplessly 
at his father. He is clearly 
uncomfortable.
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